
 
 

 

HEALTHCARE 

Growing up in northeastern Vermont, my primary care physician was located just over the 
Canadian border. If Dr. Bouchard’s porch light was on, he was available to see patients. I 
remember he had a sign on the wall that read, “No one must pay. If you are short of money just 
say, ‘Thanks Doc’.” 

Canada provides universal single payer healthcare for all. The United States should be doing the 
same. We need to ensure that people are not making decisions about their health – about their 
future – based on concerns about how they will pay for care. 

Like Dr. Bouchard, we need to turn the porch light on for every resident of Massachusetts 
to receive the healthcare they need. 

For these reasons, I support publicly administered universal single payer healthcare coverage that 
is:  

UNIVERSAL 

 All Massachusetts residents should be covered regardless of medical 
history, age, income, or employment.  

 All providers would be included in order to eliminate worries about in-
network vs. out-of-network expenses. 

COMPREHENSIVE 

 There should be no gaps. It should cover: 
- Inpatient to outpatient care, newborn to palliative care, and 

preventative to emergency care 
- Mental health and substance abuse 
- Vision, dental and hearing 

 It should include coverage for prescriptions and medical devices.  

 It would eliminate the need for supplemental insurance.  

ACCESSIBLE 

 Residents of the First Franklin District should not have to travel long 
distances to get the care that they need. 

 We must provide better access to healthcare in rural areas and invest 
in the public transportation that will get patients to and from their doctor.  

FREE AT POINT OF SERVICE 

 No hidden fees 

 No co-pays 

 No deductibles 
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As your State Representative, I would take the following actions to support universal single payer 
coverage: 

- Support H2987 - An act establishing improved Medicare for All in Massachusetts. This 
bill calls for public financing to pay for privately delivered health care to all Massachusetts 
residents, including those currently enrolled in Medicare and MassHealth. 

- Support H596 – An Act to Ensure Effective Health Care Cost Control. This bill calls for a 
study to compare the cost of a single payer system and actual health care spending. It must 
include language calling for an implementation plan for single payer healthcare if it is found 
to be more affordable than the existing system.  

As your State Representative, I would also: 

- Support legislation that enables MassHealth to negotiate fair prices for prescription drugs. 
- Support programs that allow seniors to age at home, in their communities, should they 

choose to do so.  
- Support investments in community hospitals.  
- Support setting a safe maximum limit on the number of patients assigned to a nurse at one 

time. 
- Support the expansion of Federally Qualified Community Health Centers.  
- Identify ways to provide better access to healthcare in our most rural areas including 

adoption of telehealth to better serve those who are housebound, do not have access to 
public transportation, are unable to get to a medical facility, or who need to access specialty 
care at their primary care physician offices.  

- Support measures to fight opioid addiction and support recovery efforts. I would work 
alongside the Franklin County Opioid Task Force and Hampshire Opioid Prevention and 
Education (HOPE) coalition on misuse prevention, increasing access to treatment and 
recovery, and the prevention of overdoses. I would also focus on reducing the stigma 
associated with addiction through education and increasing trauma-informed services to 
reinforce the stability of individuals and family. Lastly, I would support the expansion of 
family drug courts such as the one in Franklin County thereby developing a responsive 
trauma-informed system of care that allows families the support they need while they 
pursue recovery.  

Massachusetts is a national leader when it comes to providing its residents with healthcare 
coverage. According to the Massachusetts Budget and Policy Center, the health insurance 
coverage rate in Massachusetts in 2016 was 97.5 percent. Ninety-nine percent of children under 
19 have health insurance. While these numbers are impressive, there are still hundreds of 
thousands of Massachusetts residents without coverage. Additionally, 40 percent of the 
Massachusetts budget is spent on healthcare. This is unsustainable.  

This position paper is meant to be the start of a conversation with voters about healthcare in 
Massachusetts. If you there are things I have missed or if you have suggestions for ways we can 
work together to reduce the high cost of healthcare, increase access in our rural areas and ensure 
that every resident of Massachusetts is fully covered with the healthcare they need, please reach 
out to me at info@BlaisForMA.org. 


